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• 
KS: How old are you know? 
ZC: I'm seventy-one. 
KS: V.Jha t year were you born in? 
ZC: 1920. 
KS: What town? 
ZC: Wheatland Wyoming. 
KS: Did you have a mid-wife present? 
ZC: Yes, our neighbor. She would have been a good doctor. 
I can remember I was a teenager before she died. 
KS: Do you remember her mane? 
ZC: Litta Lawerence. 
KS: What year did you get married in? 
ZC: 1937. 
KS: To who? 
ZC: Edward Campbell. 
KS: How many children did you have? 
ZC: Three. 
KS: What were their names? 
ZC: Larry Campbell, Elena Hewitt, Leland Campbell of 
California, the rest live in Rawlins. 
KS: How many grandchildren do you have? 
ZC: I have seven grandchildren and six great grandchildren. 
KS: Do you remember any games that you played when you 
.,.tlere young? 
ZC: No, cause we didn't play games, I can't remember my 
mother playing any games with us. We would get out 
with the horses, that wall all of our entertainment 
till I was ten or twelve years old. 
KS: Then what did you do? 
ZC: Well then we started dating. I can remember this one 
time, it's kind of funny, we all went out, we had and 
old ford train car with no top on it. Oh, I must have 
been about thirteen. We went out to the graveyard 
and we were sitting in this graveyard, we could see 
something white raising up of the ground and we got 
so scared we went to town. My brother said '' you're 
going crazy. I told him ok, lets get into the car and 
go back. We went back out and it was an old white cow 
eating its way up the hill side. 
KS: Where did you go to school? 
ZC: Wheatland Wyoming. 
KS: CAn you tell me how you got there? 
ZC: Well, I road the horse three and a half miles, first 
through fifth grader I think. Sometimes my folks 
would take me in the wagon. We went to an old country 
school house, where everybody sat in the one room. 
All of us would bring wood, and we milked cows for 
a living, i was herding cows when I was six years 
old. 
KS: Have you ever had a job? 
ZC: I never had a job until 1960. 
KS: What did you do? 
: • t 
ZC: I worked at the hospital and I went to waitress and 
then back to the hospital. I went to dietary school 
in Larmie,Wyoming, to learn special diets and got to 
be a supervisor at the Rawlins hospital. 
at the old hospital for thirteen years. 
I worked 
KS: What is the funniest thing that has happened to you? 
ZC: There are so many have happened to me. 
want back in the olden days? 
KS: Sure . 
I think, you 
ZC: My brother and I, my mother never rode a horse, so my 
brother and I got on our horses. We liv.ed up in the 
mountains by the sandy banks were we would play what 
you call today tic tac toe, and my mother never ro de 
a horse, we never saw her ride a horse she would drive 
a team here she came, we never sat down for two or three 
hours after that, it wasn't funny but it was funny the 
way we did it. 
KS: Do you remember the depression? 
ZC: Oh diffently. I was married during the depression. 
KS: What was it like? 
ZC: My brother and my husband went to the CCC Camp, parents 
got $20 a month, the boys got $5 a month, we also had a 
drought during this time, the ranchers took their cows 
out and shot them. That's how we had meat. By this time 
we were only track farming and they shot the cattle and 
people would fight to get those cows. We had to go home 
• 
and fry the meat and can it. There was no way of 
keeping it refrigerated. We didn't have money to 
hardly by anything. We had our cows, milk, butter, 
and cream. We separated, we kept it in a cold cellar 
we didn't have a cellar, our neighbors did. My mother 
put it in the sister, the well like thing, in buckets. 
The depression was no fun, we had food stamps. 
KS: did the goverment supply the food stamps? 
ZC: Yes, we could get so much sugar and flour and sometimes 
meat. 
KS: How many brothers and sisters did you have? 
ZC: I had three sisters and one brother. 
KS: Are you a close knitted family? 
ZC: Well yes, 
KS: What were your parents names? 
ZC: Rae and Tracey ROdabaugh. In Wyoming, believe it or 
not, you can grow fruit, apples, peaches, pears, and 
plums. Not big, but medium. We picked the crab apples 
and grew our own vegetables. During the depression we 
had 50¢ to live on and our cream we had to split up 
between Eddie's folks and mine. We had our own eggs 
of course, we had chickens. 
KS: What's the biggest changed you have seen since now till 
you \vere born? 
ZC: Fancy cars oiled rods. 
KS: What 11-.ras the first car you had? 
I 1t 
ZC: I think, my father had an Old Star. It ran on white 
gas, gasoline. It's what you would call kerosine. 
KS: Do you remember prohibition? 
ZC: Yes. 
KS: Do you have an opinion on it. 
ZC: Well, my father was a very non- alcoholic man, but 
he made vrhiskey. He had a still and he would take 
it into the hay because the sheriff was coming. 
They rode horses too. When the feds would come up 
from Chyenne, he would take the still and hide it up 
in the mountains. The sheriff would let him know 
when they were coming, so he could hide the still in 
the mountains. My mother said, " he never took a 
drink, but he made the whiskey and sold it." 
KS: What was it like when you were a teenager? 
ZC: I think the first thing we could think of, in my 
early teens , we would go to a dance. All the 
surrounding community would go to dance. I was 
Square Dancing at five years old. By the time I was 
seven, I could do any kind of dance. I could Waltz 
and do the Two-Step. I could also do the Foxtrot 
and any other kind of dance. Our music was played 
by the MOuth Harp, Mandlyin ( a guitar), and a Bango. 
My sister played the Mandylin and the Violen. 
KS: Do you think crimes are worse now? 
ZC: Yes, I think the reason we find out about it more. 
We get more information like the newspaper. In Wheat-
land you only got one paper a weeJ~. In Wheatland 
today you still get one paper a week. 
KS: Do you remember what it was like in the 1950's? 
ZC: Oh, that's easy. There is no difference from today, 
only the kids. The kids today believe in drinking 
more and there were no signs of dope. 
KS: When did you first here about drugs? 
ZC: Oh, when I moved to Rawlins in 1944 and the late 50's. 
KS: v!hat was it like in Rawlins? 
ZC: The edge of town was 9th Street. Where the baseball 
fields are now, was a lake. Part of my house is on the 
lake. I think, State and Hugus were the last streets 
on southside. 
KS: Do you remember anything about the KKK? 
ZC: There was some prejudice, mostly against mexicans. 
I was never prejudiced against any race. The only 
thing different is the color of their skin. 
KS: What type of birth control did you use. 
ZC: A round thing that you put up side us, over the 
vagina. 
KS: Did you have to get it, or did your husband? 
ZC: No, I did. 
KS: Did you ever have toys or dolls? 
ZC: My brother would get a shovel and I would get a doll, 
we'd get one gift at a time. My mother made our dolls. 
) . . 
When we were 1 i ttle she vvould mal{:e us rag dolls. 
I remember one year, I got a little broom for christmas, 
made out of straw. We only got one present for 
christmas. I didn't have a christmas tree till I 
was in the fourth grade. My mother didn't like them 
and till the day she died she didn't like them. 
KS: Did you decorate the house for christmas? 
ZC: Yes , we would string popcorn and cranberries and hang 
them in the front room only. In later years they came 
out with construction paper. 
KS: How did you celebrate your birthdays? 
ZC: We never had birthday presents, only the ones my mother 
would mal-ce us. One time she made me alittle trunk 
out of a match box . I had dishes (metal) and one year 
my sister brought me a perculator (coffee pot). 
KS: Do you remember any hare houses? 
ZC: No, not in Wheatland. I can only remember them in 
Rawlins down on Front Street. 
KS: Is there anything you just want to tell me about your 
life? 
ZC: No, it was an ordinary life. I was married at seven-
teen, people were married younger in those days. 
Growing up we just worked on the farm, go to town and 
stay the whole weekend. If we could go to town we 
were in seventh heaven. I met my husband through 
my brother. I was out milking the cows, my father 
got sick, so we moved to a little acrage outside of 
Wheatland. Our house was a block from the highway. 
We got alot of bums coming in, and my mother said, 
" if your home alone, don't answer the door." This 
night right about dusk my brother and his friend came 
down the road. I didn't know it was him. I ran 
into my mother and told her that two bums were coming. 
Turns out they weren't bums after all. 
KS: When did you see your first movie in a theater? 
ZC: I was in the first grade. Our nieghbor took us to 
see " Old Iron Side,'' it was on the silent screen. 
KS: What's your foundest memory of your husband? 
ZC: We took my father to see his people that he hadn't 
seen in over thirty years. 
take him to Kansas. 
It was all his idea to 
KS: If there was one message you could leave your family 
what would it be? 
ZC: I have it all in my bible, who gets what. Also, in 
a sealed box I have a will. 
KS: What was it like during h~II? 
ZC: We were rationed on sugar, lard, gasoline. I had all 
the people. I don't know, but maybe I'm speaking out 
of terms, I had this man and women come into my house 
and I was expecting an insurance sales man. I let them 
into my house, I found out what religion they were, I 
wouldn't have let them into my house. This couple 
. . . ~. ' was Jehovah's Witness. The couple asked Zelda 
what was wrong with Jehovah's. 
reason, the flag." 
She said, "the simple 
KS: What did he say to that? 
ZC : Well our bible is the same, I said, " maybe your bible 
is the same, but never the less, if we would break 
out in a war your people wouldn't go fight." They 
don't believe in swinging the flag and to me that's 
horrible. They used to walk right into your house 
and wouldn't leave. Today they are more civilized. 
KS: What do you think the world is coming to? 
ZC : That's a good question and a hard one. I don't know 
honey. I'll probable never see it change, I live for 
now. The bible said there will be three world wars. 
I've had alot of heart aches and fun. I've lost my 
two sisters,brother, mother, father, and my husband. 
I had a good marriage, forty-seven years of marriage. 
